
“A school community where learning is personalized and success is ensured”

Madeira Families & Staff:

Just as we have made adjustments in the past, there are two significant updates to share with you going forward: an 
update from the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) on contact tracing and an update on our local Madeira “Mask to Stay” 
requirement. 

New ODH Guidance on Contact Tracing

School districts across Ohio received updated guidance from the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) this week related 
to contact tracing and case investigation.  Specifically, schools will discontinue universal contact tracing but will assist 
local health departments with contact tracing when there are outbreaks or clusters within the school setting. Madeira City 
Schools will assist Hamilton County Public Health (HCPH) by reporting a weekly total rather than a daily reporting of cases.  
District health alert updates will move from a daily posting to being posted at the end of each week on Friday afternoon on 
our Healthy Madeira website.

Students or staff who are exposed to someone with COVID-19 may remain in school following the updated ODH / HCPH 
“Mask to Stay / Test to Play” Guidance regardless of the exposure setting. Click here to access flow charts from ODH that 
explain how to proceed after testing positive for COVID or being exposed to someone who has COVID.

Thank you in advance for your patience as we continue to seek clarity and understanding from ODH and HCPH on these 
adjustments.   

Mask Requirement Change

Thankfully, our Madeira case counts have continued to decline this week and many of our students and staff have 
continued to recover and return to school following the required protocols.  Our local school data as well as our local 
county indicators continue to trend downward. With the changes from ODH and HCPH in contact tracing and our current 
downward trend data, we will be returning to a mask optional approach in grades PK-12 beginning Monday, January 
31st.  Each family will be using a strategic / optional masking approach in deciding what is best for your family as the prior 
layers of protection around masking, distancing, and hand washing still remain relevant and important. Our schools have 
and will continue to be a mask friendly environment as many students and staff will continue to wear masks and many 
people will be required to wear masks based on following COVID protocols. Masks are still currently required when 
riding on a school bus per the Federal CDC mandate on public transportation. 

FOUR IMPORTANT THINGS WE HAVE TO KEEP DOING: 

 1. Monitor your student for signs and symptoms of illness or COVID-19.  Family health checks are essential and   
 should be done each day BEFORE putting your child on the school bus or attending school.  Please do not send a   
 sick child to school.
 2. Continue to let the school know if your child is showing symptoms, is awaiting a COVID-19 test result, or has a   
 positive COVID-19 test.
 3. Students and staff who are returning to a school setting following exposure to COVID-19 are to follow the   
 updated ODH / HCPH “Mask to Stay / Test to Play” Guidance.
 4. Keep our My Madeira Promise to ourselves, our neighbors, and our friends.

As we have experienced in past, our plans are subject to change and will remain flexible and responsive to our data and 
any required changes from our local and state public health officials. 

Thank you again for your continued patience, trust and support.

Kenji Matsudo, Superintendent

Madeira City Schools

January 27, 2022

https://www.madeiracityschools.org/userfiles/223/my%20files/dr.%20vanderhoff%20memo%20contact%20tracing%20final-012622.pdf?id=51916
https://www.madeiracityschools.org/News/33871#sthash.FKncgTaQ.bpSP3hpT.dpbs
https://www.madeiracityschools.org/userfiles/223/my%20files/k-12-schools-quarantine-alternative%20(1).pdf?id=51914
https://www.madeiracityschools.org/userfiles/223/my%20files/k-12-schools-quarantine-alternative%20(1).pdf?id=51914
https://www.madeiracityschools.org/userfiles/223/my%20files/covid-19-guidance-quarantine-1-25-22%20updated.pdf?id=51915
https://www.madeiracityschools.org/userfiles/223/my%20files/k-12-schools-quarantine-alternative%20(1).pdf?id=51914
https://www.madeiracityschools.org/userfiles/224/my%20files/mymadeirapromise.pdf?id=51545

